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Introduction

Englishlanguageisplayingasignificantroleinthealloverdevelopmentofthe

individualandsociety.Everyoneintheworldpreferstolearn,readandspeakEnglish,

becauseithasbecomethechannelofcommunicationinthepresentscenario.English

languageoccupiesanimportantplaceintheworldtoday.Intheforeignlanguage

developmentandlearning,acquiringthelanguageinaperfectwayplaysaveryessential

role.Ithasbecomeincreasinglyproficientmethodofconveyinginformationinsociety.

DefinitionofError

Anativespeakersometimesmakesmistakeswhilespeaking,notbecausehis

competence is deficient,butdue to extra linguistic features like memorylapses,

physicalstates such as tiredness and psychologicalconditions,such as strong

emotions.

(e.g.)it’sabit-ithasnot–Imean,Iwouldnot

Reallycaretohaveonejustlikethat…….(PitCorder1973,p.257)

Statementoftheproblem

Thestudyofstudents’errorsisthepartofthesystematicstudyofthestudents’
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languagewhichisessentialforpedagogicalpurposes.Inerroranalysiserrorshavea

positiveimpactonevaluatingthestrategiesadoptedbythestudents.Itisnotindicative

oftheirfailureinmasteringthelanguagebutitreflectsthedrawbacksintheteaching-

learningprocess.Italsoofferstheteachersafeedbackontheeffectivenessofthe

teachingmaterialsaswellastheteachingtechniques.Totheresearcher,however,itis

anevidenceof(1)howlanguageislearnt;(2)whatstrategiesorprocedurethestudents

areemployingintheirdiscoveryofthelanguage.

SignificanceoftheStudy

The presentstudyattempts to analyze the student’s language in orderto

determinetherelevantpatternofremedialteaching.Thisanalysisisdifferentfrom the

previousstudieswhichconcentratemainlyonidentificationoferrors,explanationof

theirsourcesandsuggestionsforpedagogy.Itisfeltthaterroranalysisshouldhave

morepositiveapproachandsuggestsomedefiniteprogrammefortheteacherinthe

classroom.The analysis oferrors ofalltypes is linguisticallysignificant;butfor

pedagogicpurposesoneneedstobeselective.Hencethisinvestigationconcentrates

onSubject-VerbConcordofEnglishsyntax,whichcausesthegreatestdifficultytothe

learners.

Objectives

 ToidentifyerrorsintheareaofS-Vconcord.

 Toascertainthestudent’smasteryinthearea-thatis,tocomparetheproportion

oferrorswithcorrectutterances.



 Toclassifytheseerrorsintobroadcategories.

 To suggestremedialmeasuresto rectifytheerrorsofthestudentsin S-V

concord.

UniverseandSamplingProcedure

Theuniverseofthepresentstudyiscomposedofthreeconstituentcollegesof

BharathiarUniversity.Byadoptingjudgmentsampling,450undergraduatestudents

werechosenfordatacollection.From eachcollege,agroupof150studentswere

chosenforthepresentstudyandweregivenquestionnaireswithaview toelicittheir

spontaneousresponsetothesame.Thegroupwasfurtherdividedintothreeclusters

comprisingof50studentsfrom IB.A.,B.Sc.,andB.Com,respectively.Furthermore,each

clusterconsistsof25boysand25girls.Thus,450scriptswerecollectedfrom thethree

collegesoutofwhich,360werechosenforanalysis.Thechoicewasbasedonone

majorpoint:Scriptsthatwereansweredcompletely.

Homogeneity

Thebackgroundofthestudentswasrestrictedtoruralarea,Tamilmedium in

theirschooleducationandartsandscience,ashomogeneityintermsofgeographical

location,medium ofinstructionandstream ofeducationwouldconclusivelyyieldvalid

andreliableconclusions.

LimitationoftheStudy

ThestudywaslimitedtotheundergraduatestudentsofConstituentcollegesof

BharathiarUniversityErode,ValparaiandGudalur.

Methodology

TheNatureoftheTestsandProcedure



Erroranalysisisusuallybasedontwotypesoftests-freecompositionandtests

preparedwithspecificobjectives. Theformerfacilitatesfreedom ofexpression;the

latterimposescertainrestrictions;itforcesthestudenttousecertainstructuresthathe

mighthaveavoidedinthefreecomposition.Toarriveatthebestresults,bothtypesof

testsneedtobegiven.

QuestionIwasafreecomposition.Thetopicsgivenweremainlydescriptive;

thematicallyorstructurallytheyposednodifficultiesforlearnersatthislevel.Thetopic

waschoseninsuchawaythatitdemandedtheuseofpresenttense.

QuestionIIrevealedtoS-Vconcord.Anobjectivetestconsistingof10sentences

wasgiven.Thestudentshadtofillintheblankswiththerightformsoftheverbs.The

verbstobeusedweregiveninbrackets.Thesentencewasgradedaccordingtothe

complexityofNP’sinthesubjectposition.

A welldesignedquestionnairewasused.Thequestionnaireconsistingoften

simplesentences,withtheblankstobefilledinwiththesuitableform oftheverbinthe

simplepresenttenseform,wasgiven.Theverbtobeusedwasalsogiveninbrackets.

(e.g.)Everyboy__________(love)cricket.

Thestudentswerespecificallyinstructedtousethepresenttenseformsofthe

verbs,asEnglishverbsrequireadefinitemarkertodistinguishbetweensingularand

pluralsubjects,inthesimplepresenttense.

Inthistest,2sentenceshadpronounsassubject,viz.,I,AndYou.7sentencehad

NP’swithquantifiersinthedeterminerassubjects,viz.,Everyboy;Manygirls;Noneof

hisclassmates;Manyofus;Someofmyfriends,Neitherofhissisters;Eachoneof

them.ThelastsentencehadaconjoinedNPasthesubject,viz.,“Ram andhiswife”.



ThefreecompositionexercisewasexaminedwithspecificreferencetoS-Vconcord.

DataElucidation

TableI-PercentageofMistakes

S-VConcord Totalnumberof

verbsused

Totalnumberof

mistakes

Percentage

Freecomposition 8271 5532

Objectivetest 3600 2836

Thepercentageofmistakesinfreecompositionisalmostnegligible;butinthe

objectivetestitisquitehigh-onethirdofthetotalverbsusedarewrong.Thisdoesnot

however,indicatethatthestudentshaveabettercontroloverS-V concordinfree

composition.Theyhaveavoidedmanystructuresinfreecomposition;andwhenthey

areforcedtousethesameintheobjectivetest,theycommitmistakes.

Theabovetableconfirmstheneedforbothfreecompositionandobjectivetestinerror

analysis.

TableII–mistakesinS-Vconcordinfreecomposition

Numberofmistakes No.ofstudentswhocommitted

mistakes

Nomistakes 43

1-2mistakes 34

3mistakes 110

4-10mistakes 173

Total 360

If1-2mistakesareregardedasnegligible,77studentsoutofthe360seem to

know therulesofS-Vconcord;283arestillintheprocessoflearning;butthedata

presentedherecanbemisleadingunlessitissupplementedbydatafrom theobjective

test.

Q.II.tableIII-mistakesinS-Vconcordintheobjectivetest

Item no. ThesubjectNP No.ofstudentswho
committedmistakes



Morethan25% mistakeshavebeencommittedinitems6,7,8,9and10. Onlyone

studentgotallthesentencescorrectinthistest.

TheNatureoftheMistakes

Freecomposition

SinceS-Vconcordisdeterminedbythenatureofthesubject,themistakeswere

classifiedasfollows,accordingtothenatureofthesubject.

1.NP’swithmodifiers

a)Relativepronounsasmodifiers.

1. Now,theproblemswhichwerehappenedbythemobilephone,isdecreasing.

2. Mobilephoneismostimportantthingwhichhelpus.

b)Prepositionalcomplementsasmodifiers.

1. TheSongsofthefilm isnice.

1 Everyboy 1

2 Manygirls 24

3 Noneofhisclassmates 19

4 I 22

5 you 24

6 Manyofus 30

7 Someofmyfriends 48

8 Neitherofhissisters 64

9 Eachoneofthem 64

10 Ram andhiswife 66



2. Thelevelofthecinemaintheindustryrise.

2.Collectivenouns.

1. Moreinformationareavailable.

3.Introductory‘there’.

1. Thereisnoplacesandpersonswithoutusingmobilephone

2. Inphonethereismanyoptionslikeemail,internet,etc.

3. Thereisajokes,love,enemy.

4. Conjoinedsentenceswithidentical(deleted)subjects

1. Hewritesamessageandtransform toanyoneperson.

2. HollywoodmovieandTamilmovieisveryuseful.

3. Hespenthistimewithhissonandunderstandhisability.

4. Igotocollegeteacherandhelpsthestudents.

6.SimpleNP’sorpronouns.

1. Hesendmessage

2. Vijayactgoodfilm

3. Iwantstohelpstudents.

4. Themobilephoneimprovetheknowledge.



5. Theotherpersonstorethenumber

Table-thenatureofmistakesinfreecomposition

Natureofmistakesbasedonthenature

ofthesubjects

Noofstudentswho

mademistakes

1.NP’swithmodifiers-relative

clauses/preposition-allthe

complements

51

2.collectivenouns 10

3.introductory‘there’ 4

4.conjoinedsentenceswithidentical

subjects(deleted)

11

5.Quantifierswithpartitiveinthe

determiner

3

6.simpleNP’sorpronouns 68

TOTAL 147

Thehighestnumberofmistakes-i.e.,68isinitem 6-withsimpleNP’sorpronounsas

subjects.Thenexthighestnumberis51initem 1,involvingNP’swithmodifiersas

subjects.

Theseresultsneedtobecomparedwiththeresultsoftheobjectivetest,before

decidingontheremedialmeasuresinthisarea.

Objectivetest

Typesofmistakesbasedonthenatureofthe

subject

Totalno.of

theverbs

used

Totalno

of

mistakes

percentag

e



1.pronouns(items4&5intableIII) 720 166 23%

2.Quantifiers in the determiner (items 1,

2,3,6,7,8,9intableIII)

2520 907 36%

3.NP’swithconjunctions(item 10intableIII) 360 162 45%

TOTAL 3600 1235 34.3%

Thehighestpercentageofmistakes,i.e.45% hasoccurredintheuseofNP’swith

conjunctions.

(e.g.)ram andhiswifeworksinthesameoffice.

Ram andhiswifeworkinginthesameoffice

Thenexthighestpercentageofmistakes,i.e.,36% isintheuseofquantifiersinthe

determiner.Therearetwocategorieshere:

a) QuantifierswithPartitive:

(e.g.)Manyofushatesmathematics.

Someofmyfriendsgoestothelibraryeveryday.

b) Quantifierswithoutpartitive:

(e.g.)Manygirlslearnstodance.

Everyboylovecricket.

TheobjectivetestindicatestheneedforremedialteachinginS-V concordwith

specialreferencetosubjectswith

i) NP’swithconjunctions

ii) NP’swithquantifiersinthedeterminer.



CoreremedialgrammarwithreferencetoS-Vconcord

1. TheresultsofthefreecompositionandobjectivetestindicatethatS-Vconcord

shouldbetaughtwithspecificreferencetosubjectswhichareconstitutedof:

a) NP’swithconjunctions.

b) NP’swithquantifiersinthedeterminer.

c) NP’swithrelativeclausesasmodifiers.

d) NP’swithprepositionalcomplementsasmodifiers.

2. Infreecomposition,thehighestnumberofmistakesi.e.,68,occursintheuseof

subjectswithsimpleNP’sorpronouns.Acloserscrutinyrevealedthatoutofthese68

mistakes,53weremadebytheverypoorstudents,whohad4-10mistakesinS-V

concord.Astheremedialgrammarismeantfortheaveragestudent,itwasdecided

thatthisareaneednotbeincludedtherein.Thisdecisionwastakenmainlybecausethe

objectivetestrevealedtheleastnumberofmistakes,i.e.,46/200inthisarea.As73%of

thestudentsareabletogivetherightanswersintheobjectivetestwithreferenceto

thisarea,itisnotnecessarytoteachthebasicrulesagain.Thestudentsalreadyknow

them.Reinforcementmaybegiventhroughspecificexercisestoeradicatethesmall

percentageoferrors.

Remedialmeasuresforapedagogicalprogramme

MistakesinS-Vconcordarisemainlyduetotworeasons:

1) Inabilitytoidentifythesubjectofthesentence,inordertoapplytheS-Vconcord

rule



2) Inabilitytoidentifythenumberofthesubjectincertainspecificcases.

(e.g.)ConjoinedNP’s,quantifiersinthedeterminer.

Letustaketheareasincludedinthecoregrammar,inorder:

a) ConjoinedNP’sassubjects

Thehighestpercentage45%ofmistakesinobjectivetestariseshere.

(e.g.)ram andhiswifeworksinthesameoffice. Thestudentsaremisledbythe

numberoftheNPnearesttotheverb,i.e.,“hiswife”andusethesingularform ofthe

verb.Quirket.al(1976)givesthefollowingrules.WhenthetwoNP’sareco-ordinateby

‘and’therearetwopossibilities.IftheNPisaresultofthereductionoftwoclauses,

thenthepluralform oftheverbisused.Ifnosuchreductionispossiblethesingular

form oftheverbshouldbeused.TherulesaredifferentforNP’sco-ordinatewith

“either……..or”.Withtwosingularsubjectphrasesthesingularform oftheverbisused.

(e.g)eitherthemayororhisdeputyisboundtocome.

Withtwopluralsubjectphrases,theverbisplural.

(e.g)eitherthestrikersofthebosseshavemisunderstoodtheclaim.

Whereonephraseissingularandtheotherplural,theproblem isresolvedbyrecourse

totheprincipleofproximity.

(e.g)eitheryourbreaksoryoureyesightisatfault.

Eitheryoureyesightoryourbrakesareatfault.

Thereareofcoursemanyotherminorexceptionstotheaboverulesbutthesecould

beignoredforthemoment.

b) NP’swithquantifiersinthedeterminer.



Errorsariseinthisareaduetothefactthatstudentsarenotabletodeterminethe

numberofthequantifiersandhenceusethepluralandthesingularformsoftheverb

indiscriminately. There are numerouserrorsbuttheydo notprovide anylogical

explanationofthesourcesoftheerrors.

(e.g)Manyofushatesmathematics.

Eachoneofthem readEnglishfluently.

Conclusion

Inthelightoftheabovediscussion,bothfreecompositionandobjectivetestare

necessaryinerroranalysis.Theycomplementeachother. Asseenabove,theresults

ofeither,takenseparately,wouldleadtowrongconclusions.Thenatureofthestudent’s

interlanguages,withspecificreferencetoS-Vconcordhasbeenascertained.Someof

theerrorsaresystematicandlogicalexplanationoftheirsourcesispossible.Certain

othersareunsystematicandindicatethatthestudentisstillintheprocessoflearning.

Therearecertainotherareaswhereerrorsareveryfew.Thisindicatesthatthestudent

hasmasteredthesethoroughly. Thestudents’achievementandshortcomingshave

beenhighlightedandatruepictureofhisinterlanguageswiththereferencetoS-

Vconcordhasemerged.Goodteachingenablesstudentstolearntowriteandwriteto

learn.
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